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Why are we doing planning? 

Address location of potential 

new uses. 
 

Plan goals/objectives: 

• Protect existing uses 

• Protect cultural uses/resources 

• Preserve environment 

• Integrate decision-making 

• Provide new economic 

opportunities 
Study area is 700 fathoms 

offshore, includes state and 

federal waters and estuaries. Non-Regulatory Plan 



What do we expect to gain from the process? 

• Better baseline information & ecosystem indicators 

 

• Analyses to support decision-making 

 

• Recommendations for new uses (siting) 

 

• Implementation framework across agencies  

• Integration of existing policies and management 

• Adaptive management strategy 

 



Key players 

WA Coastal 
Marine 

Advisory 
Council 

(WCMAC) 

Tribes 

State Ocean 
Caucus 
(State 

agencies) 

Federal and 
Local 

Governments 

 

Science 
Advisory 

Panel 

 

General 
Public 



Draft Process Timeline 



Goal 1: Protect & 
Preserve Existing 
Uses 

 Maps of existing uses 
 Sector Analyses 
 Economic analyses 
 Economic indicators 

 Use Analysis 
 

 

Goal 2: Protect 
Cultural Resources  
& Uses 
 

 Social indicators 
 Coastal hazards 
 Cultural & historical 
resource maps 
 
  

 Assess social indicators 
  Visual Resource 
Inventory (aesthetics) 

 

Pre-planning  & scoping 
Completed January 2014 

Data & Analyses 
Through June 2015 

Plan development 
September 2014 & beyond 

Legend: 
   Complete by June ‘15 
  Underway before June ’15 
   Not underway 
   Extends past June ‘15 

Goal 5: Provide new 
economic 
opportunities 

 Maps of renewable 
energy suitability 
 Sector analysis 
 

 Research: other 
potential new uses 
  Use Analysis 

Goal 3: Preserve 
Environment 
 
 

 Maps of  ecology 
(biology, habitat, etc.) 
 Ecologically Important 
Areas Analysis 
 

 Ecological indicators & 
assessment 
 Marine mammal models 
 
 

Goal 4: Integrate 
Decision-making  
 
 

  Involve WCMAC & 
Stakeholders 
  Coordination (gov’t) 
 Science review 
 
 

 Climate Change 
information 

 
 
 
 

Marine Spatial Planning – Requirements (RCW 43.372.040) 

Marine 
Spatial 

Plan 
 



Status of Projects 

Sector Analysis Reports 

• Ecosystem Assessment and Indicators 

• Marine mammal and seabird data and maps 

• Seafloor mapping 

• Recreational data 

• Important Ecological Areas Analysis 

• Coast-wide Economic Assessment 



Coastal Economic Assessment 

Economic profiles: 

• Washington Coast 

• Tribal Communities 

• Commercial & 

recreational fishing 

• Shellfish Aquaculture 

• Recreation/Tourism 

Other analyses: 

• Ecosystem services 

values 

• Social & cultural 

profiles 

• Risk & Vulnerability 

 

Economic impact modeling = direct, indirect, & 

induced effects.  
 



New projects 

• Use Analysis Process 
• GIS analysis of existing uses and potential uses 

 

• Visual Resource Inventory 
• Scenic quality baseline 

 



Current Data and Projects 

 

• Marine Spatial Planning website: 
www.msp.wa.gov 
• Access planning documents, project reports, RFPs, and 

other information. 

• Mapping Application 
• Displays mapped data (GIS) in online viewer. 

http://www.msp.wa.gov/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dnr/mspmaps/index.html
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